4ANTECEDENTS' OF ROMAN RELIGION

be in the hands of some power higher than his
own. The world then and its various familiar
objects become for him peopled with spirits, like
in character to men, but more powerful, and his
success in life and its various operations depends
on the degree in which he is able to propitiate
these spirits and secure their co-operation If
he desires ram, he must win the favour of the
sptot who controls it, if he would fell a tree and
suffer no harm, he must by suitable offerings
entice the indwelling spirit to leave it His
* theology' in this stage is the knowledge of the
various spirits and their dwellings, his ritual the
due performance of sacrifice for purposes of pro-
pitiation and expiation. It was in this state of
religious feeling that the ancestors of Ronie must
have li^ed before they founded their agricultural
settlement on the Palatine we must try now to
see how far it had retained this character and
what developments it had undergone when it bad
crystallised into the ' Religion of Numa' ^
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